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Business must 
support transit 

F
or many years, southeast Wisconsin's 
mass transit system has been deterio-
rating, impacting the region's econom-

ic development efforts. 
That is why most community leaders were 

pleased with Gov. Jim Doyle's inclusion in his 
state budget of a provision to authorize the 

creation of a regional transit 
authority that would have the 
ability to levy up to a 0.5 per-
cent sales tax for commuter 
rail and other mass transit 
projects. 

With Democrats in control 
of the state Senate and As-
sembly, most community and 
business leaders assumed the 

proposal would have clear sailing to passage. 
But at a Greater Milwaukee Committee 

meeting this week, several transit proponents 
said the proposal's approval was in doubt as 
some legislators are "frightened" to pass any 

sales tax authority 

i LEGISLATORS ARE 

"FRIGHTENED" to 

pass any sales tax 

authority in the 

current economic 

and political 

environment. 

Cudahy 

in the current eco-
nomic and political 
environment. 

But business and 
community leaders 
must let legislators 
know the proposal 
should be passed. As 
well-known Milwau-
kee philanthropist 
Michael Cudahy 
pointed out at the 

CMC meeting, having a dedicated funding 
source for mass transit is crucial to develop-
ing a reliable transit system that in turn will 
allow for greater economic development 
throughout the region. 
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Your opinion 

Lack of mass transit hurts employee recruitment 

A
s we work to explore the future of 
public transit in our region, I would 
like to personally attest to what 

I believe is the necessity of increased 
mass transit options in southeast Wis-
consin. I see the need for enhanced and 
expanded bus transit and the addition of 
the Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee (KRM) 
commuter rail. A commuter rail is vital to 
the growth and success of our region and 
community. 

My company provides a snapshot for 
why the KRM and increased mass transit 
options are so extremely critical. We have 
been fortunate over the past three years to 
be in the position of substantially increas-' 
ing our work force at our South Milwaukee 
facility. However, we faced and continue to 
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p ^ M W cruit the best talent from 
I :—SI—I within the communities 
TIM where we exist. Yet, the 
SULLIVAN difficulty we have come to 

face in South Milwaukee 
is that a large portion of 

the southeastern Wisconsin employable 
population, particularly those within the 
cities of Milwaukee, Racine and Kenosha, 
are unable to work in South Milwaukee be-
cause they can't physically get to work. 

The current bus system is notad-
equate for our needs. It does not provide 

convenient or timely transportation to 
get Milwaukee workers to our location. 
Without a direct route and having to 
make several different bus transfers from 
downtown MUwaukeei for example, 
workers would spend nearly 90 minutes 
one way just to get to work in the morn-
ing, evgn longer when compounded by 
severe weather or traffic. 

The time is now to support a reliable, 
stable funding mechanism for public 
transit to ensure that people don't remain 
unemployed because our region lacks the 
physical means to move people to places of 
employment. 

TIM SULUVAN is chairman and chief 
executive officer of Bucyrus International Inc. 
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v          bthe3/50 project
saving the brick and mortars our nation is built on
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          Save your local economy...
                              three stores at a time.
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!ink about which three independently owned businesses 
you’d miss most if they were gone. Stop in and say hello. 
Pick up a little something that will make someone smile. 
Your contribution is what keeps those businesses around.

If just half the employed U.S. population spent $50 each 
month in independently owned businesses, their purchases 
would generate more than $42.6 billion in revenue.* 
Imagine the positive impact if 3/4 of the employed 
population did that.

For every $100 spent in independently owned stores, 
$68 returns to the community through taxes, payroll, and 
other expenditures. If you spend that in a national chain, 
only $43 stays here. Spend it online and nothing comes home. 

!e number of people it takes to start the trend...you.

© Cinda Baxter 2009; all rights reserved. Proudly supporting RetailSpeaks and independent retailers everywhere.   
* Employment statistics courtesy U.S. Department of Labor/Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2/6/2009

Pick 3. Spend 50. Save your local economy.

Visit the350project.net
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